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Nurse Family Partnership Family FunDay & Picnic*
5 11 a.m. Bible Study (Every Tuesday)
7 p.m. Deacons’ meeting

MAY

10 4pm. Mother's Day Concert featuring Annie Sciolla
and Rick Hall to benefit Peter's Place”

13 7:30 p.m. Session

14 7:00 p.m. Women’s Book Group*

17 Youth Coffee House and Silent Auction

19 7:.00 pm. Kbnit or Knot*

21 7:30 p.m. Men's Group

25 Gladwyne Memorial Day celebration™

29-31 Church wide retreat*




Special Events in May
nJ"

On May 10™ at 4 pm: Mothers’ Day Concert benefiting Peter’s
Place. Annie Scioila and Rick Hall will once again share their music with us as
we gather for an afternoon of joy and fellowship and raise funds for our
mission partner, Peter’s Place. Peter's Place was founded in the memory
of 10 year old Peter Morsbach. It was founded with the mission to provide a
supportive and nurturing environment for every child, teen and adult to
grieve and mourn.

On Memorial Day, May 25™, GPC will be participating in the Gladwyne
Memorial Day parade. Please join us for the celebration.

* Church Retreat: Building Community

On May 29-31 at Kenbrook Camp, 6PC will hold its annual retreat. The guest
speaker is Ruth Workman a Certified Spiritual Director, Retreat Leader, and
Certified Supervisor of Spiritual Directors. Ruth holds a Master of
Education at Rutgers University and a Master of Arts in Holistic Spirituality
and Spiritual Direction from Chestnut Hill College. She has been offering
Spiritual Direction since 1995. She offers contemplative retreats at The
Sanctuary, her home in Stone Harbor, NJ, and facilitates spiritual direction
groups at Princeton Theological Seminary. (www kenbrook.org) The focus of
the retreat will be building community. All ages are invited, and there wili be
child care available on Saturday, May 30™. Please register for the retreat
by May 10™, after that date, participation cannot be guaranteed. Costs are
$169 for a singie, for two people in a room $148 and triple or quad occupancy
is $117. These rates apply for those over the age of 13. Children less than a
year old are free. Other children up to 12 cost $9 for each year old the
child is, for instance a 5 year old would be $45.




When exactly does Easter end?

I am used to being stumped when my children ask me a question. Usually it is
about something that I had never considered, so a quick “1 don’t know” suffices, but
every once in a while | am asked a question that makes me think. This week | was asked
one of those questions, “Is Easter over?” My first response was to say yes, but then | had
to think about it, does Easter end? Is it over? As I struggled with trying to get an answer
for Sam, I quickly went through my stored up theological knowledge hoping an answer
would be found that not only satisfied Sam but satisfied me. When is Easter over?

Well, as only a good theologian does, I hedged my bets. “It lasts for a little while
longer,” I said, knowing that a biblical ““while” can be anywhere between now and
forever. The answer seemed to satisfy Sam, who ! imagine began thinking of the potential
of another basket full of eggs and candy. The answer, however, did not satisfy me. The
church calendar lists the seven Sundays following Easter until Pentecost as an “Easter”
Sunday, so it would seem to last longer than just a day or two. But even that time period
doesn’t feel right. I can understand Christmas coming to an end, picturing it as a birthday
celebration, but Easter is more than that, Easter is the point of Christ’s birth, and it is the
means to God’s goal.

For the Apostle Paul, it was all about Easter, without the resurrection there is no
point to even believing. The Jews had a process for having sins lifted and atoned for, that
is what Yom Kippur is for, a period during which one takes account for one’s actions
against God and others and then prays for forgiveness. So Easter is more than just about
forgiveness. Other faiths have the understanding of new birth and new life. Buddhist
believe that a new consciousness can grow in person and give a new birth to that person.
So it is more than new life. But for Paul, it is the resurrection that is the important thing,
for nowhere else does a god bring new life into reality like God does through the cross
and empty tomb.

The resurrection for Paul is a sign of God’s power and righteousness, to deny the
resurrection is to deny the power of God, to deny the resurrection is to deny the potential
of God’s plan, to deny the resurrection is to allow evil to be victorious. The resurrection
is the power of God to not just redeem and renew us, but it is a statement about the
future, a future that is secured. The resurrection is hope realized in that we too have been
assured of the resurrection and that God has defeated the power of death in our lives.

So to the question, when does Easter end? The answer can only be never. Easter is
a daily celebration; it is a statement of purpose for us to live in the hope of the
resurrection. It is a clarion that tells us that God has the power to defeat all other powers.
Yes, we have been redeemed from our sins, yes we have a new life, but Easter gives us
the purpose of that new life, to live in the reality of God who has the power to achieve all
things. We live in hope, confidence and expectation, knowing that tomorrow brings us
one step closer to the Kingdom.

Why only celebrate Easter for a day or seven weeks, when it can be a joyous
celebration every day? Let us live into Easter, let our lives be guided by Easter.

)



Christianity 101: The New Testament C/.)\_.)

A couple of months ago, in this space, | laid out the process by which the Old
Testament took shape and became Holy Scripture to 1srael. In a very similar way, the
New Testament took shape, the eatly church did not wake up one morning and have
a “bible”, it took over three hundred years to settle on what would be deemed as
necessary for salvation.

At the birth of the church there was no great need or desire of a “New
Testament” since the prevailing belief was that Jesus would return soon to usher in
the Kingdom of God. For the first generation of believers, they made do with the
oral tradition that came from eye witness accounts of the disciples and apostles.
However, when it became apparent that Jesus was not returning, at least not in the
near future, there became a need to write down the faith.

If you are like me, you might have assumed that the Gospels were the first
books of the New Testament written, however, the letters of Paul are the first
documents of the New Testament, and they are some of the earliest writings of the
church period. It 1s believed that most of Paul major wotks were completed between
49 and 62 CE (Common Era), while the first gospel, believed to be Mark, was written
around 65-70 CE. So the first writings come from the first generation of believers.
Matthew and Luke appear between 80 -90 CE and John appears closer 1o 100 CE.
While it is possible that a first generation witness wrote these gospels, it is probably
more likely that they are second generation, in other words, they wete written by
someone who heard the story from a witness.

The rest of the New Testament took shape after these major works. The Book
of Acts, the sequel to Luke, was also written between 80-90 CE. The Letter to the
Hebrews is hard to pinpoint and could have been written as eatly as 60 CE or as late
as 95 CE. The Letter to James was probably written after 70 CE. The Letters of Peter
date to the rich period between 70 and 90 CE while the letters of John would have
been written after 100 CE. The Book of Revelation most likely was written after 70
CE, perhaps around 90 CE.

Now there are other texts out there that never found their way into the New
Testament such as the Gospel of Mary, of Judas and of Thomas, mostly because they
were written much later and therefore the information was not considered reliable.
Other texts came from the Gnostic part of the church that denied the good of
Creation which would seem to go against the essence of the Gospel message itself.

However, it was challenges such as the Gnostic Christians that pushed the
early church to select and set a fixed canon. This however was not a quick or easy
process. Each region of the church had their own documents and letters that they
considered holy. It probably took the influence of the Roman Emperor Constantine
to bring all the parties to the table and by 367 CE it would seem that a single canon
was in place.



So it would seem that the canon was set with the Jewish scriptures comprising
the Old Testament and the New "l'estament set out as we know it. 'This did not end
the debate however, as even as late as Luther, certain books or letters were
questioned. Even today we question the books and which ones were selected and
which ones were not. However, the scriptures as we know them have stood the test
of time and truly provide the necessary information for salvation, which has always
been the standard for the church.

Hello everyone.

I am super excited to share with you that our mission trip is a go for this summer.
In previous Dovetales, ] mentioned our trip to Clearlake Presbyterian Church in
Clearlake Texas. This is a small city right outside of Houston. This area is still devastated
by Hurricane lke, which came through the Gulf in 2008. 1 have attached an article from
“Misston Mosaic” a publication of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, who helped GPC
find this awesome opportunity of service. This article gives you a small understanding of
what is going on down the Gulf region with the Hurricane Ike clean up. Below are some
dates that are coming up for fundraising opportunities for the 2009 Mission Team. Please
come and bring lots of friends.

I have aiso attached a letter from Philabundance thanking the youth, and the
church for their help on Souper Bowl Sunday. 1 hope you read the letter and realize how
much that one afternoon of soups helped so many people around Philadelphia. Thank vou
for your wonderful support.

L.aura Cozzens

Upcoming Dates

May 10™ 1pm Mission meeting (Team members and Parents of team members)
May 17"- Youth Coffee House and Silent Auction

June 7"- Mission meeting (team members and parents of team members)

June 21%' ~Mission meeting (team members and parents of team members)

July 1%'- Mission meeting (team members and parents of team members)



It was wonderful to have so many folks sing on Easter morning. The
energy and joy expressed by the choir was evident to all who attended. Thank
you to everyone who participated. in the coming months, | am hoping to involve
more of the congregation in the musical life of GPC. The men's group has
expressed interest in singing an occasional song during worship; ! look forward to
this and am planning Sunday practices following worship. In addition, this
summer | am hoping that anyone who would like to share a particular talent
during worship- be it singing, playing an instrument, or dancing - will let me know;
your gifts will serve to praise God and touch the hearts of your friends at GPC.

Brian Gibson, Director of Music

P.S. There are two new videos on our webpage from Easter. Go to:
www. gladwynepres.org and click on recent videos.

Knit or Knot

What are they doing? Who knows?? Come and find out on May 19 at
Jana Mossey's home, 7 - 8:30 p.m.

May Birthdays

3 Carole Barker

4 Julia Gibson
Elizabeth Loux

10 Noreen MacCulliough

12 Ted Frazer

15 Jessica Zarifiou

23  Betsy Friend

26 Wicky Dayton
Sherrie Burlingham

27  Bill Baker
Sam Stavrakos
Miguel Romero-Stevenson



Women's Book Group

Thanks to Barbara for teading the April meeting. I heard it was well attended
and all had a good time.

Donna McGowan will lead May's discussion of Belong to Me, by Marisa de los
Santos. We'll meet May 14, at 7 PM.

Description of Belong to Me from Amazon.com

Comelia Brown surprised herself when she was gripped by the sudden, inescapable desire to
move to the suburbs with her husband. Her mettle is quickly tested by her impeccably dressed,
overly judgmental neighbor Piper Truitt—the embodiment of everything Cornelia feared she'd find
in suburbia. With Lake, another recent arrival, Cornelia shares a love of literature and old
movies—as she forms an instant bond with this warm yet elusive woman and her perceptive,
brilliant young son Dev.

Acclaimed best-selling author Marisa de los Santos's literary taients shing in the complex
interactions she creates between three unforgettable women, deftly entangling her characters in a
web of frust, betrayal, love, and loss that challenges them in ways they never imagined.

In June we will discuss The Soloist, by Steve Lopez. Barbara Kanzinger will lead.

REFRESHMENTS (and teams)

Thank you to Team 4 for providing refreshments in April.

May's team is Team 5 and includes: Barbara Frazer, Linda Gerstein,
the Holmes family: Hank, Jack, Karla and Barbara™, Bruce MacCullough,
Joanne™, Ethan and Chase Markman and Chris and Jessica Zarifiou Please call
Barbara (deacon) or Joanne (elder) so we can continue the tradition of building
community through the sharing of food. The Deacons will provide the May Birthday
cake on May 10 Mother's Day..
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Join us for....

A Walk through the zoo,
Food, Games,

Musie,

And a Memory Photo!!

Questions? Call Barbara Hand
610-278-5117 x6724
bhand@montcopa.org
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Hurricane Ik
continues in Texas

ty Tow Richwrds Hill

The tined tergest hurricane disester #n the history of the Umifed
Stakes, Murriane Ike sweph through the Gulf Losst an September
2806 with overdielming Fwoe, leawing 2 path of destwction that
ikl ke years Fo ovatap e,

The Presnyierizn Thurch (U5 A, througt Preskyrenian Disgster
Aszistamae BEA) zrd synpll and presbytery leathership, was thes in
the mwidst of the stown assessing and respording o nepds, aod mow
meeiths lster, the Bffort has difted tu s more tangterm strategy.

“Fhe demege 35 snonmens,” sxid the Rew. Judy Fletrher, syned
exeuutive Far the denomimetion s Bynod of the Sun. Buf, “we ave 21l
an thvis For e lomg thael”

“Predhyterians zie reelly tond at deing leng-term recovery,” said
Ihe Rev, #ike Gole, general preshykar of Mew Covenaf Predhytery.
“We know how to pian, we know thow Lo ouganies. we ko how to
cuilabmate. These. ave our stengths.”

Yet the process thasn't beem.eagy, particulely given that wery (ftle
meneyihas come infrkom donors, officials say.

The limted donathons that bave come in have been the iggest dis-
Apprtreet, szl Petcher, “Getting the worl eurihas been ter by,
terntbly difficudt.”

"1.suspect we Tave donar Tatigue,” among ofher things, she said.
Row, "we are sUFfering.”

Hurfizane e wes one of 3 number of shorms, Srchuding tanmnah,
Gustav.and Fay, that blew thraugh the ares during Hhe svasen.

Still, e meets of individieds, congragEifens s whebe communities
Famzin - and in 2 mighty way.

Gole, whese presbylery s baset in Foudton and sits n -one of the
hardust-hit aeeas, said six dhech butldings in dils peshytery fese
been impacted, with the teagt affected wifforing $70,000 in darage
anitthe mest severe damage as high as b4 mitlior.

LCommumities such as Lakeston, Brigye Uty and Port Ardhur were
shattered, and Cole sait thousands »f cleims have been fled threugh
fihe Federst Brrergeney Managemant Agency {FEMRD,

ADA graployed respense teems o the aves in the Testuwesk after
Thee fiit, buit anoecs was dififill. “You cowtdn®t get o many of the
places for a1 beast o opuple of wadks” szid Harvay H. Bowell, a BIR
Wational Response Team awember and an slder a2t Frst Preshyerian
Churoh -of Sam Antenin.

Damage sy was sgnificart throughouwt the southers coast of
Lowistens..

“fue that @ ol ot parishes whone there was substantial damage,”
w3l e Rev, Jean Marke Feacptk, aasnoiate presbyter for congraga-
tiesal development and disaster recovery ot ghe Preshytery of Seuth
Lzuistans. Inthe froume aea, seme 26 00D pewple weredisplaced by
the flooding, she s#d,

Feople are rerurmng, “hut there s a bot of cleanup to orour,”
Poacock smd. A the same time, “we are still working on pittimg
tvgether mumhers wndl the assessment Is gl erowrming.”
Colkabrratmn Ynas Been sssential in the retprary vark and will con-
fimeeto be amtical 1 the long f2rm,

#morny thase affers is wpnk by FOA to extabiish two volomteer
willages in Texas - ame in Teras ity and Fhe other in Port Meches —to
Fuuse fhose who will e the arms and tegs of the recovevy process.
“Thoese willages willl then seove as base of operations ... 0 ke twe
aroml #fheted areps, Galveston and The belden Thangle,” which is
the arep between the gifies of Bravmen, Port Artfe and Orange,
(oke sad.

e grownds of First Presbyterian Thurch B Fexas City and Fren-
ity Preshyfetan Chuedh o Port Sleches will be wsed for the villages,

Aontinuert o page 97

Your presence lifts our spirits and brings hope, as we work together to
make it possible for people o return home after experiencing so much loss.

Vv mesiON MRSERC FALLEGIWI TR




Hurricane Tce Becovery cxme: fow g 15

whiich Eme egrertarh ¥ oper: T ganly 2046

Frw eviiftiowat eollimpnattve: effort 1 endlen wew B
Noese wbartesrs W) the Later Oharles, 1z, sz whe
wil) Feelhy wertthe Soe netnilom, Pesona sndl

FT¥ vt orindd: 2 volusteer conndfnaton, Hive Phres-
bpttery of Swkin douisiane wili provide & wosksie oo
erdfimzioe, the Uwite Methooid Crmmites on Relbef
(UEIORY wrll o case prasegrmgnt aord First Bresbyle-
iz vt il oot e lonatiom 2o Togpitaiity.

"I @ read cooedinated ffurd,” Poegowt s, "W
wme workimg veny much ookisboretiely witlh olher
faithtases gowps to dp the regouery wor,” Tole
added

Paraliel o thad werk ae "Lanig for e (enegiv-
ery” wonkshons. o “Lomprssier Fadigue™ tiafnings
nedd ty PDA b hialp casegivers themyelves, who- ez
B @t gt 5 P fatgigue o e mds gl e snge-
meg, ariees.

At Cotels negjeyt PO el 3 Taohng fon the (are-
giveny” sessian T Yioustors ko Ociode, amd atiers
toc place fy Rovember. “(ompessom Fatiges” everns
e izeted fon sacly JO05. "MWl (Cole) 7. dofing new
altly goad to model self-cave,” Flefckes saidt

Aodithmadily, Netaber s POG snssion: refwarks
g Bedimg: seft wr acoss e syredi to ealtemee Vel
ity te respond guickly and elizheratvely whes
gimastens st “The weone shrame, et we bwe foe
breties we gett b resgromaing, ™ s swig

{leenly, ¥ wilk ke & numrvker of diferemy efforts
e avdiieve swpeess, Powsll seidi. e 2ve e
thivgs thet meedi e bue dome.™
Voluwteese s mewded — chou 180 2 dey Im Port
Miaches. amd 50 & day i Tewas (y - move moweyr ta
bl suppart the work must fow i 2nd “evervong
needs everyene’'s praens,” Bowelf st

ematety, “T's mot goiwg to e mectis et the
aprEeTy We anessamet. e, ot said. “Rs quine ty be
yee”

Ty Rt 5 s o oo Paesaptierian News Semie

PV B MRDSAN FALTENIRRTIAY




PRIL

Edimiviimg g fHong GRT SOy

\BUNDANCE

March 10, 2009

s . Lawrs Tozzens
YouthDirmctor

Giadwyne Prestytedian Church
1321 Beaumont Drive
Gladwyne PA 19035

Dear Ms. Cozzens,

3N behall of the thousands of hungry peopie you sre helping, thank you for Gladwyne Presbyterian
Churdil's gensrous Gift of $425.10 raised as pant of the 2009 Souper Bowl of Caiing. | was seceived by
Philzhundance on 0271772000 ¥Yoursuppod helps us cailect amnd distibute milliens of peunds of produce,
daitry progtocts, high prdicin foods, haked goors, and canned and other dry goods ite help fend cur
Delawars Valey neighbors in need.

Your generous sappor mHeans a dot tows, ard 1o the peoaple who can rely on receiving muaritions food they
need. Bay in and day sut, topether we buikd a betier commurgly for all of ws.

As we wark to expand .our effprts against runger in the Belaware Valley, we are especially grateful for the
inigt you pimce in us by providing finandal sugport. Yowr orgarnization is an importart partmer in owr fight
against hunger, so plesse Teel free do call me =t (215) 339-B800, ext. 250 with any guestions or
commeants.

On behalf of ihe pacple wha have muritious faod to eatioday because of your anganization's generosity,
thanks againifor your suppont. ﬂ;,, dﬁd’*& L i © 7%(_” f/ﬁp}’:’{_/
S;PE-FEIV. ({i | PO %_; e A ﬁ,g,u
Eleancr C. Missimer' f,{f'?ﬂw P ffr

Director of Amnual &Giving

P.5. Please acoept our apdlogy for the delay in acknowtedging yoeur pift. 3t cerdainly does not relect our
‘gratifude for your generous suppart. Even theugh we do use searoral gift processing help, our budget is
irited so that we can cortinue to provide as:much foed as we can to our hungry reighbors.

We aoknowledge Himl wou weteiet wD gouds or Sefvises n censideration for your donation,

3616 South &aalloway Srreor « Philadelphia, BPA 7914%-5402
(215} 3F0-0R00 = fax (219) 3390924 < werw.philabundance.ong
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Van In May we thimk about mothers.
e \ A \ Use your Bible {o find the names of “?“'
//' the mothers below, Read more ¥t
about them in the verses listed. -~ ‘"vf\

'K |
N/ e O RTGTTD) |

[ 3]

|

. Selomonwasmychild, . o L o . . . o
{1 Kmgs 2:151 12 1 B 3 78 3 23 12 1
Cains and Abe] were two of my children. __ __ _
{Genesis 4:11 23 9 23
My son was John the Baptist, — — —~ — — - — . -.
fLuke 1.57- 8} 23 45 34 10 1 1,2 23 B 3 |
Samuelwas mychild. . _— . _ _ _

{1 Samuel 120 3 1 5856 1 3

. Mysonwas God'sson! _ _ __

(Matihew 1:24, 25) 5 1 7 810

Joseph called me mother. .. . . _ . .

{Genesis 30:22.24) T 1 2 3 2345

Ihad twins, Jacoband Esaw, _ __ _ _ _ _ __

{Gengsis 25:25) 7 231223 4 1 3

[ had a child named Obed. . _. _ __

{Ruth 4.13) 7 89 8 3

My chiid was Isaac. __ . _ __ __
{{rervesis 21:3) 7817 7 1 3

10.1 had a chilg named Gexshom. _ .. _  _ __ __ __

{Exndus 2:22; i 3467 67T 6 7 1 3

For some extra fun —find the names of the fathers!
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MOTHER’S DAY [z

CONCERT

SONGS FROM
THE MUSICAL
THEATER

W 8
o l\

Sunday May 10. 2009

Gladwyne Presbyterian T T |
Church & e
1321 Beaumont Drive TS, ) B
Gladwyne, PA

Concert coordimators

Anne Scrolla & Rick 1Hall

Poster The Arts School of Music .

W Peter's Place was founded in the memory of 10 vear old Peter Morsbach. 11
Claire was founded with the mission to provide a supportive ond nurturing
environment for every child, teen and adult o grieve and mourn. |




